I purpose introducing to you to-night, as a fit subject for discussion in this Society, the subject of Gastro-intestinal Disorder in Sucklings. We all must acknowledge the importance of the question, not only on account of the great frequency of such disorders, but the large mortality which attends them. I do not intend to treat the matter fully, but rather suggestively, and with a view to elicit opinion on a subject which has attracted the attention of physicians, not only in this country, but on the European and American Continents particularly. Our purpose will, I think, be most readily carried out by referring specially to the etiology and treatment of these diseases. The leading or most prominent symptoms of gastro-intestinal disorder in infants are vomiting and diarrhoea, which may either coexist or be present singly, forming collectively or separately the leading feature in the case.
Breast Babies.
It may be laid down as a rule that a healthy child suckled by a mother of sound constitution and in average health rarely if ever suffers from disordered stomach and bowels. Unfortunately, such conditions do not always obtain, and we find that under a variety of circumstances the child is apt to suffer.
Causes referable to the Child.?One of the commonest causes of vomiting in breast babies may be almost termed physiological. I refer to that due to excessive ingestion of milk. This is not uncommon, and is unattended with any evil results.
Some infants are very greedy at the breast, and when the stomach is over-filled it simply rejects the excess.
It is well that young practitioners should bear this in mind, as mothers are apt to suppose that it indicates disorder of the stomach. An earlier withdrawal of the infant from the breast is all that is required in the way of treatment. Although of comparative rarity, breast babies may suffer from gastro-intestinal catarrh due to causes apart from the mother. The most important of these are anti-hygienic conditions. The influence of cold or chills on the surface may also be succeeded by gastric or 
